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François Mitterand & Gaston Defferre
1981
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Greater London Council official gift to London-Paris 
ESRC-CNRS research network participants 1984
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Greater London Council abolition 1986 – 
followed by interregnum of 33 municipalities
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Since 2000: directly elected Mayor & 
GLA – 'speaking for London' 



Christian Lefèvre

Ernesto d'Albergo

Bernard Jouve
Lefèvre C & d'Albergo  E (2007) 'Why cities are looking abroad and how they go about it'
 EPC Government & Policy Vol 27 pp317-326

CITTA – Cities as International and Transnational Actors
ESF Network 2003-2005 



CITTA – Cities as International and Transnational Actors
ESF Network 2003-2005 

Lefèvre C & d'Albergo  E (2007) 'Why cities are looking abroad and how they go about it'
 EPC Government & Policy Vol 27 pp317-326

choices,
choices,
choices. . . 



CITTA – Cities as International and Transnational Actors
ESF Network 2003-2005 

Ewen S and  Hebbert M (2007) 'European Cities in a networked world  during the long 20C'
EPC Government & Policy, Vol 25, pp 327-340
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Émile Vinck, 1870-1950
founder, UIV- IULA, Ghent 1913
launched Le Mouvement Communal  1914

http://opac.amsab.be/Record/PR.001495



Patrizia Dogliani (2002) 'European Municipalism in the First Half of the Twentieth Century: the 
Socialist Network', Contemporary European History  ii, 4, 573-596
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Sir Patrick Geddes:
municipal science or 

'civics'

Charles Buls
municipalism and 
collective memory

Edgard Milhaud:
municipalism as cooperative 

economy 
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Hendrik Christian Andersen
Citta Mondiale 1913
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Hendrik Christian Andersen
Citta Mondiale sculptures in
Villa Hélène, Rome
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. . . et l’autre histoire:
projections/promotions individuelles

boosterism



Boosterism in Wichita, Kansas, from Stephen V. Ward (1998) Selling Places : Marketing and 
Promotion of Towns and Cities 1850-2000  
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Grand Junction, Colorado by James McConnell School Supplies, Denver, 1894
http://www.gjsentinel.com/outdoors/articles/cartographers-often-engaged-in-boosterism-to-
map-our-state
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title page from Charles F Lummis's Land of Sunshine  (1894)
https://sites.oxy.edu/special-collections/amer-frontier/index 
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Henry Aldridge (1909) 
The Case for Town Planning
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Edouard Herriot (1872- 1957)
Mayor of Lyon 1905-1957

Prime Minister of France 1924, 1926, 1932
 Dans ma longue vie publique, le problème qui m’a 

le plus constamment occupé est celui de 
l’administration de la ville de Lyon

Projecting the city both through local projects
and through global partnership
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projecting cities on the 
world map

an issue for  collective, 
collaborative  action  ?

or for solo warriors ?
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the New Municipalism

‘nations talk, cities act’

Bruce Katz, Benjamin 
Barber, Michele Acuto, 
Warren Magnusson
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1982 Mayors for Peace
1985 Metropolis
1990 ICLEI
1991 Eurocities
2004 CGLU 
2006 C40
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the appeal to history

1913 UIV
1648 Treaty of Westphalia
1358 Hanseatic  League
400 BC Athens 
(et cetera)
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the alternative tradition

city as solo warrior

projection as boosterism
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John Clancy, leader of 
Birmingham City Council

‘thinks his city needs its 
own  Foreign Office’



Warnaby G (2008) 'Why place marketers should understand cartography'
 Journal of Place Management & Development Vol 1, Issue 2,  pp214-226
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Guggenheim Museum 
Bilbao, by Frank Gehry, 
1997

a beguilingly successful 
precedent

‘iconic architecture & the 
Bilbo Effect’

Beatriz Plaze  (2006) ‘The Return on Investment of the Guggenheim Museum Bilbao’ IJURR  30. 2. 452-467
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projecting Manchester’s image at the MIPIM property fair in Cannes – 
gold models of real estate 
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Barcelona Olympics
1992

demonstrable  success of projection
through iconic  buildings, sports and 
cultural events

Simon Anholt (2007) Competitive Identity – 
the New Brand Management  for Nations 
Cities and Regions

Competitive Identity Theory – the hexagon 
model
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Devreint L, Boulton A, Brunn S, Derudder B and Witlox F  (2011) 
‘Searching for Cyberspace : the position of major cities in the 
information age’ Journal of Urban Technology  18, 1, 73-92

year by year the 
number and size of 
cities grows

& so does the flow 
of information 

intensifying the 
challenge of C.I.
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Mori Memorial Foundation Institute for Urban Stratgies Global Power City Index 2016 
<http://mori-m-foundation.or.jp/english/ius2/gpci2/index.shtml>

in the context of 
ecological transition, 
economic  globalisation, 
and information 
saturation

projection onto the 
world map is  both a 
competitive and a 
collaborative challenge
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Lyon - more than 100 years of successful civic projection . . . 
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